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Introduction

We ended the introduction to the 2023 Annual Review with a reminder that
we still had, at some point, 18 months of noise and disturbance to look
forward to when work started on the proposed housing development on
the Airedale Mills site next to the Reserve entrance. With nothing
happening this year the same reminder applies.

As regards the new bridge over the canal it continues to have its moments
but it hasn’t caused any major problems this year. It is nice, therefore, to
be able to concentrate on all the positive things that have happened this
year thanks to the efforts of our hard working volunteers.

We again ran a full programme of events starting with the RSPB Big
Garden Birdwatch on 27" and 28" January and Build a Nest Box on 18™
February, these particularly aimed at involving families and interesting
children in the natural world. Aireborough Rotary Club again ran their very
popular Grand Easter Egg Hunt and Autumn Seed trail events on the
Reserve, raising valuable funds for local charities. We are grateful to
Rodley Cricket Club and the William Merritt Centre for allowing us to use
their parking facilities for these two big events.

Among other events this year were three Bat Nights, three Fungus Forays,
Nature Quest Day and the Halloween Event. Supervised Pond Dipping
started at the beginning of June on Saturdays and Sundays and was
extended to include Wednesdays during the school summer holidays. As
always this proved very popular with families.

Teaching children about the importance of the natural world and providing
an outdoor learning experience will always be an important part of the
Reserve’s work. Our own children’s club, the Rodley Robins is a good
example of this and there is no charge for membership. This year our
Education Team welcomed 29 primary school classes and 12 uniformed
organisations and there were several visits from older students. No charge
is made to the schools and other organisations for these visits. The fact
that we were fully booked for school visits in 2024 before the end of 2023
shows how much they are appreciated by the schools.

On the work front our habitat management team of volunteers had another
busy year. Some major maintenance work took place at the Dragonfly
Ponds. What was known as the Marsh area had become overgrown with
reeds and had to be cleared with the help of a digger. A new liner
measuring 20mx15m was laid and the banking turfed. Water plants will
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be introduced next year. As the biggest single body of water at the ponds
it should appeal to those species such as Common Blue Damselfly that
prefer larger areas of water. Work to clear excess vegetation from several
other ponds was carried out in the autumn.

The boxes in the Swift nesting tower came down in the autumn gales of
2022. The construction and erecting of a block of new boxes was a big job
for our volunteers but the task had been achieved by the end of the year
and we look forward to the return of the Swifts next year when, hopefully,
the new boxes will appeal. Sadly the Swift was added to the Red List in
2021 due to worsening declines in the UK breeding population.

Maintenance work is needed on the Sand Martin nesting bank on the
Lagoon every year. This involves erecting scaffolding, clearing out the old
nest holes and repacking them with fresh sand prior to the arrival of the
birds in the spring. Since its completion early in 2014 it has proved to be
very successful but the number of nest holes has reduced in recent years.

We have made great efforts over the years to make the Reserve more
user friendly for wheelchair users and other visitors with walking problems.
A lot of work had already been done on improving the paths and making
special facilities for wheelchair users in the bird watching hides but in the
latter part of this year major improvements were made to the Blue Badge
parking area near the visitor centre.

Our Barn Owls and Kestrels had another successful year using nest boxes
on the Reserve and visitors were again able to enjoy live footage from the
boxes on the monitors in the visitor centre. However, of the five eggs laid
this year the Kestrels only fledged two young and of the seven eggs laid
by the Barn Owls only three fledged. The boxes and cameras were
cleaned by the experts early in September so we should again have nice
clear images on the monitors in 2025, the birds permitting.

As regards the Little Owls in the Manager’s Garden without a camera in
the nest box it is difficult to know for certain just how successful they have
been. However, in the early part of the year they proved to be the most
popular birds to see and photograph from the number of images
appearing on social media.



Rodley Nature Reserve - Monthly Roundup for 2024

January

There were hard frosts and some cold, clear days around the middle of
the month but it became increasingly milder and windy from 20'". Storm
Isha overnight on 22" - a very wild night and storm Jocelyn followed with
strong to gale force winds overnight on 24", The wind was again very
strong from 26",

A total of 1100+ Pink-footed Geese flew over in multiple skeins during the
day on 28™". On the wetlands Gadwall numbers peaked at 54 on 26", Teal
at 36 on 10™, but Tufted Duck numbers were disappointingly low with a
maximum of only 10 on 16". A Goldeneye was present on 15t with a peak
count of four on 31%t. There were single records of Pochard (17") and
Shelduck (6™) and four Shoveler on 10". Roosting Goosander numbers
on the Duck Marsh peaked at eight on 19",

Sightings of birds of prey were regular, with Common Buzzard seen on
nine dates (including three together on 31%t) and Red Kite was also noted
on nine days. A Kestrel was seen most days, but Sparrowhawk was only
seen on five occasions. A Merlin was spotted on 15" and Peregrine was
seen on four days, usually perched on the pylons behind the Manager’s
Garden. Three species of owl were recorded. Little Owl was seen in the
Manager’s Garden on eight days and Barn Owl noted in the nest box in
the Scrubland on five days (including a pair on 31%!). Tawny Owl is resident
but was only recorded once on 10",

Peak counts of seed eaters in Tim’s Field were low, with a maximum of
c50 Linnet and 28 Chaffinch. About 20 Siskin were seen feeding in the
Alder and Birch trees opposite the visitors’ car park on a few dates.

February

Snow throughout the day on 8™ left a good covering but it had almost gone
by the next day. Just a week later on 14" we had the warmest Valentine’s
Day for 25 years and it proved to be the warmest February on record for
England and Wales.

Common Buzzards were seen on 10 dates including six on 24" also Red
Kite and Sparrowhawk on several occasions. A Barn Owl was seen in its
box on a few dates and Little Owl was very visible in the Managers Garden



with one or two birds seen on 11 days. Kestrel was seen regularly and
Peregrine on six dates.

On the wetlands the first Great Crested Grebe was seen on 21%, a little
earlier than last year. The first returning Oystercatcher was spotted on 3.
It was joined by a second bird on 5" and by 19" two pairs were present.
Small numbers of Lapwing were seen most days, but there was a high
count on 53 on 17" on the farmland. Snipe were seen on six dates, joined
by Jack Snipe on four dates at the start of the month. Water Rail were
present during the month and were reported on six days.

Gulls could be seen on most days around the Reserve and congregated
on the farmland. Black-headed and Common were the most numerous
with smaller numbers of Lesser Black-backed and Herring. The annual
arrival of the Yellow-legged type gull was first noted on 27,

Other interesting records were Kingfisher on 10 dates, a Green
Woodpecker heard on 14" with the more common Great Spotted
Woodpecker noted on nine days. The first overwintering Chiffchaff was
heard on 14", a Skylark on 18" and a Coal Tit on 24™. Ravens were seen
over the Reserve on 24" and 27,

March

The month overall was unsettled, wet and dull but there were a few
brighter days and three fine days on 17", 18" and 19" saw temperatures
reaching 15°c.

Whooper Swans were seen over the Reserve on three dates with 60+
noted on 26'". On the wetlands Gadwall, Teal and Mallard were present in
good numbers. These were joined by a pair of Mandarin Duck on six
dates, Shoveler on several dates including four on 18" and two to four
Shelduck were present from 21%t. Small numbers of Tufted Duck were
seen on most days with a peak count of 10 on 27™. Goldeneye were seen
most days, up to six birds being present.

Little Egrets were noted on seven dates and a single Great Crested Grebe
was resident on the Lagoon. Snipe were a fairly regular sight and other
waders seen were Curlew on three occasions, a Green Sandpiper on 30"
and a Woodcock on two dates at the start of the month. Water Rails were
still occasionally seen or heard.



Red Kite, Common Buzzard, Kestrel and Sparrowhawk were regularly
seen. Less common were Peregrine on only three dates. The Barn Owl
was still regularly seen in the nest box and it was joined by a second bird
for the first time on 15™. Little Owl was again seen most days in the
Manager’s Garden.

Black-headed Gulls remained present in good numbers with a peak count
of 106 on 11", The Yellow-legged Gull was present all month.

The first Sand Martin of the year arrived on 16" and numbers had risen to
eight by 27", Cetti's Warbler was heard on most days with up to four birds
being noted. Chiffchaff was also common with 14 recorded on 17,

Other noteworthy records for the month included a Green Woodpecker
heard on 6", a Rook on the farmland on 3", Stonechat on 8" and 9" and
a Wheatear briefly near the manure heap on the farmland on 18™.
Goldcrest, Treecreeper, Dipper and Meadow Pipit were also seen on a
few dates.

April

With sunshine in short supply the UK had its sixth wettest April since
records began in 1836. Storm Kathleen brought strong winds and rain on
the weekend of 6"/7"" and this was followed closely by another area of low
pressure.

This month is when most of the summer visitors arrive. The first Willow
Warblers and Blackcaps were seen on 1!, Common Whitethroat on 6%
followed by records of Grasshopper Warbler and Sedge Warbler on 13",
Reed Warbler was first noted on 20" with Garden Warbler on 215,

Cetti’'s Warbler continued to be heard on most days with counts in the
range of three to seven.

Sand Martin numbers increased with a high of 75 on 13™. The first
Swallow was seen on 1%tand House Martin on 6.

On the wetlands Gadwall and Mallard were present in good numbers and
Mandarin Duck and Shoveler in small numbers. Tufted Duck were seen
all month with a peak of 11. Up to 20 Teal were noted at the beginning of
the month but the last birds were seen on 22" and a few Shelduck were
present until 24™. The last Goldeneye were seen on 3.



Little Egret were seen on six dates. The Great Crested Grebe that arrived
during March was joined by a second bird on 7" and they quickly began
courtship.

The two pairs of Oystercatcher set up territories on the Duck Marsh and
Lagoon. Lapwing were present all month, joined by Little Ringed Plover
on three dates, a Curlew on 13", Common Sandpiper on five dates and
Snipe on four days.

Common Buzzard, Red Kite, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were again ever
present. An Osprey passed over on 6. Little Owl was seen on 11 days
and a Barn Owl roosted in the nest box most days.

The last Redwings of the season were seen on 7™, though unusually no
Fieldfares were seen on the Reserve between January and April.

Other notable records were a Raven and Rook on 10" and two Rose-
ringed Parakeet on 20". A Pied Flycatcher was seen on 14", Common
Redstart on three dates and Dipper on two dates.

May

Temperatures reached 19°c in the first week of the month. It became
unsettled from 215t with rain on and off, quite windy at times and cooler up
to the end of the month.

Sightings of Common Buzzard, Red Kite and Sparrowhawk were much
less frequent during May, but a Marsh Harrier seen over the Reserve on
18t was notable. Kestrel and Barn Owl were seen almost daily and the
Little Owl continued to show occasionally in the Manager’s Garden. A
Hobby was seen on 19" and two Peregrine on 25",

The pair of Mute Swans on the Duck Marsh paraded their seven new
cygnets for the first time on 25™. Oystercatcher and Lapwing made
attempts at breeding, and Little Ringed Plover and Common Sandpiper
made sporadic appearances.

Gull numbers dropped to their summer levels with only a few Black-
headed, Lesser Black-backed and Herring Gulls present. Two Arctic Terns
that passed through on 1%t was a first record since 2015.

The first Swifts of the year were seen on 1. 100+ Sand Martins were
recorded on 1%t but counts of less than 50 were the norm for the rest of
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the month and only 67 holes were noted in the nesting bank. Swallows
were seen most days in low numbers with the very occasional House
Martin.

All the usual Warblers were again recorded during the month, but a Lesser
Whitethroat and two Grasshopper Warblers on 1t were highlights.

A Lesser Redpoll was seen on 4" and on the same day a Yellowhammer
was photographed in the Manager’s Garden, the first record since 2018.

June

Temperatures reached 21°c on 2" on what was a lovely sunny day.
Rainfall was in relatively short supply throughout the month.

On the wetlands good numbers of Gadwall and Mallard continued, but
other species of duck started to appear. Two Shelduck were seen on 17"
and two Mandarin Duck on 19", The first Teal of the season were spotted
on 22" and an early Wigeon on 30™. Little Egret numbers grew during the
month with a high count of 10 on 26",

Oystercatcher and Lapwing were spotted with young; a Little Ringed
Plover was present for a few days at the end of the month and a Curlew
was seen on the farmland on two dates. Common Sandpiper was
occasionally seen. The usual gulls were present in small numbers and a
Common Tern was photographed on 26", the only record for the year.

Seven eggs were laid in the Barn Owl box and three hatched during the
month. Of the five eggs laid in the Kestrel box two young had fledged by
the end of the month. A Hobby was seen on 19",

Records of Kingfisher were daily with counts of two or three birds on
several dates.

Two House Sparrows were seen at the top of the entrance road on 2",
Collared Doves were seen on 8" and 29" and two Stonechats on 29™.
Rose-ringed Parakeets were spotted on five dates and Rooks were seen
on the farmland with other crows on seven dates, including nine on 8™,

July

The first two weeks of thew month were unsettled with rain and strong,
blustery winds at times, reaching nearly 40mph on 4. The temperature
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did reach 23°c on 15" - a rare sunny morning and feeling much warmer
but rain returned the following day. Temperatures remained between 22°c
and 24°c, reaching 27°c on 19™. Fortunately, it remained dry and warm for
the Reserve’s Nature Quest Event on 20™. Temperatures reached 26°c
29" and it remained very warm for the next two days.

On the wetlands, unusually, Mallard outhumbered Gadwall this month, but
apart from small numbers of Tufted Duck other duck species were few and
far between. Little Egret was seen most days.

The pair of Great Crested Grebe on the Lagoon produced two young, but
only one of the immature birds remained by the end of the month. There
were good numbers of Little Grebe, mainly on the Lagoon, with several
immature birds on view with a high count of 12 on 215,

The Oystercatcher and young dispersed during the month and were last
seen on 218, Lapwing were seen most days, Common Sandpiper was
reported on a few days at the start of the month and a Green Sandpiper
was first seen on 10",

Black-headed Gull numbers increased during the month, ranging from 10-
50 birds, exceptionally with ¢.1000 gulls seen overhead on 17"". The other
regular gulls were seen in small numbers.

Three young Barn Owls were being successfully reared in the owl box
during the month. Kingfisher was regularly seen.

Sand Martin numbers were greatly reduced by the end of the month, but
10-30 Swallows were seen around the Reserve on some days.

Auqust

There was a spell of very heavy rain overnight on 1%t but the sky had
cleared by mid morning and temperatures reached 25°c. It proved to be a
month of contrasts weatherwise. A very wild, windy day on 9" was
followed by a beautiful cloudless day on 11" and just a light south easterly
breeze. It became more unsettled again from 12" with a spell of heavy
rain and thunder that morning. It was also very windy at times and Storm
Lilian brought gale force winds for a time on 23". It continued to be
unsettled for a time but the month did end with three fine sunny days.

On the wetlands Gadwall numbers increased with a high count of 69 on
19 outnumbering the Mallard once again. Teal started appearing on 10"
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with numbers increasing during the month, but the only other ducks were
a Mandarin on 5", a Shoveler on 26" and a single Tufted Duck on 30™.

24 Cormorants were seen on 18™, but other records were usually in single
figures. Little Egret was reported most days with seven on the 14™,

The remaining immature Great Crested Grebe was last seen on 10" and
double figure counts of Little Grebe were common with a high of 13 birds.
Lapwings were a regular sight and two Green Sandpipers were present
by the end of the month.

An Osprey passed through on the 24", The other usual raptors were seen
regularly, though Kestrels were scarce following their young fledging the
nest. Peregrine was spotted on three dates.

The only other notable record in August was a Yellow Wagtail seen flying
over the Willow Path/Lagoon screen on the 28'".

September

The first half of the month was very unsettled with wind, rain, hail and fog
all in the mix. Fortunately, the Bioblitz event on 17" enjoyed a lovely sunny
day with hardly any breeze. Two further fine days followed but it was
unsettled thereafter with daytime temperatures around 12°c and a good
deal of rain. Temperatures dropped as low as 5°c overnight.

A skein of c65 Pink-footed Geese flew over on 111,

On the wetlands Mute Swan numbers were boosted by wintering birds
with regular double figure counts. Gadwall numbers grew as the month
progressed with a high count of 107 on 27". Wigeon was first seen on 1°t
and numbers increased to c20. Teal was seen most days with a high of
21 on 218, Shoveler were regularly seen and by the end of the month up
to six were present.

The Little Egrets were joined by a Great White Egret on 18™ and it was
also seen on 25" and 28". Little Grebe numbers remained high with a
maximum count of 18 on 9.

Water Rail began to show from the start of the month and up to three birds
were being reported by the end of the month. Lapwing was ever present
and up to three Green Sandpipers were regularly seen. The first Common
Snipe was reported on 25™.
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The last Swift was seen on 8". Swallow numbers peaked at 92 on 15t and
the last was seen on 29". House Martins gathered to feed up before
heading south with a count of 150+ on 8", but they were all gone by the
end of the next day.

A Hobby was spotted on 11" and a Peregrine on 4",

The summer warblers all left during the month, with Sedge Warbler last
seen on 7", Reed Warbler on 28™ and Blackcap on 29",

The first Redwing was seen on 27™. Stonechats were seen on 27" and
29", Meadow Pipits were noted on four dates and a Tree Pipit was heard
calling over Tim’s Field on 15%.

October

After a wet start the first week of the month produced some pleasant
sunny days with temperatures reaching 17°c. It was generally a fairly
typical October for weather though Storm Ashley brought wet and windy
conditions to the UK on 20™ and 215! with the strongest of the winds across
north western areas.

On the wetlands, Gadwall numbers remained high with a peak of 132 on
6. Wigeon were ever present in good numbers with a high of 28 on 30",
Teal showed a high of 16 on 20" and Shoveler numbers were notable with
20 seen on 16™. Tufted Duck numbers were disappointing with a
maximum of only three.

Further skeins of Pink-footed Goose were seen passing over at the end
of the month.

Little Egret remained in small numbers and a Great White Egret was seen
on 30™. Little Grebe was still visible in high numbers with 15 reported on
20", Water Rail was seen regularly with four noted on 28™ near the
Lagoon hide.

Lapwing were common with a high of 20 on 18™. Two Green Sandpipers
were regularly seen and Common Snipe were spotted on six dates.

A high of 170+ Black-headed Gull on 16" was over double the monthly
average and 110+ Common Gull were seen on the same day, mainly
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grouped on the farmland. Small numbers of Lesser Black-backed and
Herring Gull were amongst the same flock.

The Barn Owl was regularly seen roosting in the owl box and Little and
Tawny Owl showed occasionally. Kestrel returned again and was seen on
seven dates and Peregrine a few times.

A Swallow and a House Martin made a brief final appearance on 5" and
Chiffchaff were reported at the start of the month, the last remaining
warbler other than the Cetti’s that was still regularly heard.

Large 300+ groups of Redwing and Fieldfare passed over on 30" and
c200 Starling were seen on the farmland the same day. Skylark was seen
on 2" and 23" and Stonechat was seen on three dates.

Seed-eater numbers were relatively low, though 23 Linnet and 11 Siskin
were seen on 26™ and ¢80 Goldfinch on 30™.

November

The first half of the month was mild with temperatures as high as 14°c on
6". Temperatures dipped sharply overnight on 17" leaving a frost the
following morning. Snow left a good covering on 19", Temperatures were
as low as 1°c during the day on 21st. More snow overnight on 22" left a
thick covering on 23™ but this soon turned to rain with the temperature
reaching 14°c at midnight the same day. The month ended with a fine, dry
day on 30" and temperatures reaching 12°c.

Gadwall numbers fell to 30-60 birds and Wigeon peaked at 35 on 16"
before a final bird was seen on 30™. Teal numbers increased with 64
counted on 24", Shoveler remained in small numbers and a Pochard was
seen on 10" and 13,

Little Egret numbers increased to nine by 13", and a single Great White
Egret was ever present for the first half of the month. Water Rail was still
seen regularly with six on 17" exceptional.

Lapwing numbers dropped off, though 13 were reported on 20" and 24,
A Black-tailed Godwit passed through on 3™ and the Green Sandpiper
remained all month. Common Snipe was seen on six dates and a
Woodcock was flushed from the edge of the Wet Grassland on 29'".

A Little Gull was spotted on 2" and a 2"* winter Caspian Gull on 27",

13



A Chough was seen with some Jackdaws over the farmland on 24", a new
bird for the Reserve.

Chiffchaff and Cetti’'s Warbler were occasionally reported, as was
Treecreeper. Skylark was noted on three dates.

High numbers of Redwing and Fieldfare passed over at the start of the
month and small numbers remained around the Reserve for the rest of
the month.

December

There was a wet but mild start to the month. There were some strong
winds at times reaching 40mph on 18" and 50mph on 215t Temperatures
reached 12°c on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The year ended on
a wet and windy note with some heavy rain on 31%t. The year also ended
relatively quietly for bird records.

Gadwall numbers remained in the 30-60 region and other than a count of
70+ on 1%t Mallard was in the range of 10-20 birds. Teal numbers were
maintained, with 50 on 2". A few Shoveler were present all month and
two Pochard appeared on 28™.

The Egrets left and Little Grebe numbers reduced to low single figures.
Water Rail became less conspicuous and was only seen on two dates.

Lapwings became scarce, other than a large flock of 97 on 7™. The Green
Sandpiper remained, and Common Snipe were regularly seen with 14
noted on the Wet Grassland and Duck Marsh on 7™. Jack Snipe was
spotted on four dates and a Woodcock on 9™. A Great Black-backed Gull
was picked out over the farmland on 15t

On top of occasional records of Chiffchaff and Cetti's Warbler, a Siberian
Chiffchaff was spotted on three dates at the end of the month.

Tim'’s Field remained quiet.
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Introduction to the Systematic List of Birds

The bird’s name is followed by the Latin name and a description of the
status on the Reserve. In order to do this each bird has been placed in
one of the following categories.

Resident A species which is found on the Reserve
throughout the year.
Common A species which is present regularly or in large

numbers but not necessarily all year.

Uncommon Occurs most years but only on a few days or in
low numbers.

Scarce Has occurred more than 10 times but not on
an annual basis.

Rare Has occurred fewer than 10 times.

Passage Seen when moving between winter and
breeding area elsewhere/

Migrant Generally only present for a short time, usually
on passage.

Visitor Usually present for more than a day at a time.

Casual Breeder Has bred irregularly on the Reserve and is

likely to do so again.

Escaped Species Used where there is a possibility that some
(but not necessarily all) records of a species
refer to birds that have escaped from captivity.

The observer’s initials appear in brackets after some records.
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Abbreviations used in the Report:

BOU

BTO

Cc

et al

I0C

RNR

WeBS

YNU

British Ornithologists Union
British Trust for Ornithology
approximately

and others
International Ornithological Committee
Rodley Nature Reserve
BTO Wetland Bird Survey

Yorkshire Naturalists Union
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Systematic List of Birds Recorded

Mute Swan Cygnus olor Resident Breeder

At the start of the year 2 adults and one cygnet from last year were still
present. By March, pairs appeared to be establishing territories on the Wet
Grassland, Reedbed and Duck Marsh. A swan was seen on a nest in the
Wet Grassland on 19" April but there were no further reports of breeding
there. The first report of successful breeding was on 25" May when 7 new
cygnets were seen on the Duck Marsh. By 3™ June only 5 cygnets were
regularly reported on the Duck Marsh and by 4" October the number
reduced to 4. By 18™ October the swan family had vacated the Duck
Marsh and took up residence on the Lagoon and 2 adults plus 3 cygnets
were regularly reported for the rest of the year. Other than the resident
birds other swans regularly visited the reserve with maximum counts of
14 in October and November.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Passage Visitor

Sightings of flocks flying over the reserve reported on 3 occasions in
March this year. 17 on 9™ (BE) plus photo by PH, 26 on 10" during WeBS
count (also photo by MH) and finally 60+ flew over on 26" (MB). First
records since 2021 of this winter passage visitor.

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Passage Visitor

Two were seen in farmland next to the Reserve amongst the Canada
Geese on 8" January (SB), otherwise records were of skeins passing over
the Reserve at the beginning and end of the year. In January, a total of
1100+ flew over during the day on 28™ and another 27 on 315t (JWC).
February saw 86 on 24" (BE) and c150 on 25" (EC). At the end of the
year there were c65 on 11" September; in October there were ¢120 on
23 ¢50 on 26™ and ¢100 on 30™. ¢80 passed over on 6" November and
the year ended with c200 on 28™ December.

Greylag Goose Anser anser Resident Breeder/ Winter Visitor

The trend for lower reported counts of Greylags has continued this year,
with only numbers in tens rather than the hundreds recorded early in the
year. Small numbers were reported in the summer months, but breeding
again occurred in small numbers with a pair seen with 4 goslings on 3™
June (SB). Numbers picked up in the late Autumn/early Winter, with the
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highest count for the year of 100 seen during the WeBS count on 15™
December. Monthly maxima are shown below:

J F M A M |J J A S O N D
18 |6 31 |30 |23 |2 4 4 10 |47 140 [100

Canada Goose
Branta canadensis Resident Breeder and Winter Visitor

Counts were dramatically lower than the record numbers reported over
the last few years. Highest count was 154 on 14" February compared to
c400 in January last year. Some breeding probably occurred as usual but
there were no specific records. Shooting activity on neighbouring farmland
probably affected numbers, which remained low for the remainder of the
year other than a small peak of 90 noted during the WeBS count on 18"
August. Monthly maxima are shown below:

J F M A M |J J A S O
64 (154 |88 |76 |35 |11 |5 90 |13 |35

2

D
6

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Rare Visitor

There have been no sightings in the last 14 years. A single bird seen on
the farmland during an early morning WeBS visit on 18" April 2010 was
the first record since 26" April 2003 and these are the only records for the
Reserve.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla Rare Visitor

There has been just one record to date. A single bird was found on the
farmland with other geese on 13" November 2016. Not surprising for a
species that is generally a winter migrant to coastal areas.

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca Rare Visitor

Feral populations of this introduced species occur in parts of Britain and
on the Continent. A single bird picked out among Greylag Geese on the
farmland on 4" March 2018 was the first and only record to date.

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Scarce Visitor

Last year Shelduck was only recorded on five dates. However this year at
least 2 birds were present (mainly in the Duck Marsh) for 35 consecutive
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days in March and April. The first record was on 215t March and they were
last reported on 24" April. Four birds were present on 24" March and 1°t
April. A single bird was spotted on the Lagoon on 6™ January (SB) and the
final record for the year was 2 birds on the Duck Marsh on 17" June.
Maybe Shelduck should now be reclassified as an uncommon visitor
rather than scarce?

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata Scarce Visitor

This colourful introduced species of duck was spotted at the Reserve on
31 days last year, a big increase on the previous record of 13 sightings in
2021. It was only seen on four dates in both 2022 and 2023, so it is either
visiting the Reserve more frequently or people are getting better at
noticing it. Most of the sightings were in March and April when a pair of
birds were frequently seen together. The brightly colour male cannot be
missed, but the more plainly coloured female is harder to spot, particularly
if it is hidden within a group of other female ducks. A female was recorded
on its own on several occasions in May, June, July and August in different
areas of the Reserve, the last sighting being on 5" August in the river (SB).

Wigeon Anas Penelope Winter Visitor

A good year for Wigeon with above average numbers reported in the
Autumn and early Winter. No sightings were recorded early in the year,
but a single bird turned up on 30" June (BE). Birds started to show up
again at the start of September in small numbers and these built up to a
peak of 21 by the 215, Numbers were maintained in October with a
maximum of 28 noted on the 30" and the maximum count of the year was
35 on 16" November. Numbers started to tail from then onwards, and the
last sighting for the year was a single bird on 30" November (BE).

J JF M |[A M [J [J JA Js Jo IN |D
- - - - - - 21 |28 |35 |-

Gadwall Anas strepera Resident Breeder

Still the most numerous breeding duck on the Reserve, with generally
higher counts than last year and birds recorded on all four main wetland
areas with the biggest concentration on the Duck Marsh and Lagoon. Lots
of reports of families of ducks, with a group of six ducklings on the Wet
Grassland on 8™ May being the first noted. Counts in the later part of the
year were particularly high, with 107 noted on 27" September (JWC) and
a joint record count of 132 on 6™ October (SB). Numbers in October were
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consistently high with over a hundred birds noted on four days during the
month.

J F M A M |J J A S O N D
54 148 |41 [44 |17 |36 |36 |69 [107 |132 |66 |59

Pintail Anas acuta Rare Visitor

No sightings again this year. First recorded on the Reserve in 2011, single
birds have only ever been seen on six years since.

Teal Anas crecca Winter / Passage Visitor

A relatively common winter/passage visitor to the Reserve, good numbers
of Teal were again reported this year. The highest count of 36 on 6" and
10" January was slightly down on the 49 reported in January 2023, but
this was compensated for by higher than average counts at the end of the
year. 64 were seen on 24" November (BE), the highest November count
since 2011 and the peak number in December was 51 on the 7" (BE).

J F M A M |J J A S O N D
36 124 |26 |20 |- 2 - 8 22 |16 |64 |51

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Resident Breeder

A common resident breeding duck on the Reserve, numbers for the first
half of the year were relatively low with maximum counts of under 20 birds
reported. Numbers picked up in the post-breeding period with a report of
51 birds seen on 8™ July (SB) clearly boosted by the presence of ducklings
from the year’s successful breading attempts. Numbers fell back in the
autumn, but the high count for the year was noted on 15t December with
70+ birds seen on the Wet Grassland (JWC).

J F M A M |J J A S O N D
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Garganey Anas querquedula Scarce (Summer) Visitor

There were no reported sightings of Garganey this year. A male bir