Latest News
The issue of this Newsletter has been
delayed somewhat in the hope that we
might have some positive news to
report. Unfortunately there have been
further delays to the installation of the
new swing bridge across the canal and
the subsequent construction of the
new roadway along Moss Bridge
Road. For the time being the current
Sunday only opening arrangements
will continue with access via the canal
tow path. Any changes to these
arrangements will be posted on our
website and social media.

of this Newsletter was taken in
September only a matter of yards from
the riverbank here.
The support we have received from the
public throughout this difficult period
has been wonderful. Once again a big
thank you must go to those of you who
have taken the time and trouble to
submit your views on the Planning
website.
To end on a different subject but again
involving a bridge……

Please note that winter opening times
will apply from 6th November. The
Reserve will be open from 9am to 4pm
and the Visitor Centre will be open
from 10am to 3.30pm.

Needless to say the large events which
we normally have in the latter part of
the year will not be able to take place.
However, we have been able to
organise a Fungus Foray for our
visitors on Sunday 23rd October
starting at the Visitor Centre at
1.30pm.
As regards the housing development
itself the ecological buffer/ wildlife
corridor between the proposed new
properties and the river remains a
major concern. It would appear that the
large trees in the buffer zone are no
longer scheduled for removal but we
must remain vigilant now and
throughout the building phase.
A further concern relates to a proposal
to construct a pipeline across the
ecology buffer for storm water
discharge into the river, this involving a
permanent structure on the riverbank.
Construction of this feature would
cause disturbance to wildlife including
Otters. We are determined to prevent
this. The beautiful photograph of an
Otter which appears on the front cover

Visitors to the Reserve in recent weeks
cannot fail to have noticed the high,
fine mesh fencing that now covers both
sides of the river bridge. This is a
popular place to stop and look for
Otters and Kingfishers on the river and
the netting will make this very difficult
in the future, particularly so for the
photographers. However, Yorkshire
Water felt it necessary to take this
action in view of the growing number of
incidents in recent years of youths
diving into the river from the bridge,
this despite the large signs that had
been erected saying how dangerous
this practice was. If it prevents a
fatality then it will be worthwhile.

Peregrine Falcons at Rodley
If you are a birdwatcher it is always
worth checking the pylon on the
farmland behind the Manager’s
Garden several times during your visit.
If a large bird is perched there, often
near the top, there is a very good
chance it will be a Peregrine Falcon.

Sadly netting put up on the building to
deter pigeons has resulted in the death
of some birds and two of this year’s
juveniles had to be rescued from the
netting in June. The netting has since
been taken down.
Peregrine Falcons almost certainly
hunt over the farmland for species
such as Wood Pigeons and Stock
Doves but they also visit the Reserve
and the pile of feathers you might
encounter on occasions could be the
work of a female Sparrowhawk or a
Peregrine. But it could also be the
work of a Fox. Check the large
feathers and if the quill is bitten
through it will be a Fox. If the quill is
intact it will be a bird of prey.

Despite the Reserve being closed for
the first three months of the year in
2021 Peregrines were reported on a
record 51 days, many of these on the
pylon. Two birds were photographed
here on 17th December last year.

Peregrine hunting over the reserve
Photo by Kirsty McLeod

In the absence of more natural nesting
sites such as cliff faces these birds
have taken to using man-made
structures and Wakefield Cathedral
has been and still is a popular site for
them. Since 2018 a pair has nested
on Leeds University Parkinson Building
and it seemed likely that the birds that
visited Rodley were from this site
where three young fledged this year.

A female Sparrowhawk
caught in the act

Tim’s Field

In the Spring Newsletter we showed an
image of Tim’s Field being ploughed
and referred to the success of the
resultant crop in attracting seed eating
birds in the autumn and winter months.
Linnets are certainly the most
numerous of the birds that visit. This is
a species that we seldom see at other
times of the year and while numbers
are not as high as they were in the
past flocks of up to 200 birds can still
be seen.

Fodder Radish seed pods
A mixture of different seed is sown but
Fodder Radish seedheads would seem
to be the big attraction for the Linnets.
Before the seed sets the flowers
provide a valuable source of pollen
and nectar for many insects in the
summer months. Just try counting the

Quinoa flowering on Tim’s Field
number of white butterflies on the field
in mid and late summer!
Chaffinches are far from numerous on
the Reserve in the spring and summer
months but numbers can increase
considerably in the autumn and winter
with an influx of visitors, probably from
northern Europe and attracted by the
abundant seed crop.
Perhaps the most striking plant on the
field in autumn is the Quinoa with its
tall flower heads in a range of colours
from yellow to deep red. Originating in
the Andean region of South America, it
has been used for livestock and
human
consumption
there
for
thousands of years. It is now cultivated
in many countries around the world.
The seeds are rich in protein, dietary
fibre and B vitamins. You may have
purchased it in your local supermarket.
The seeds are enjoyed by a number of
species but being the tallest plants on
the field they also provide ideal
perches for passage visitors such as
Stonechats which move through in the
latter part of September and October.
It is always worth scanning the field for
perched birds at this time of year.

The Dragonfly Year
There was a very slow start to
recording this year, partly due to the
shortage of visitors caused by removal
of the canal bridge. This lack of
recording early on can be illustrated by
referring to two species that start their
emergence in Spring. The Large Red
Damselfly was the first species
recorded (29th April) but only on four
days, compared with twice as many in
2021. The Blue-tailed Damselfly was
first seen on 20th June but was only
recorded on seven days, compared to
15 in 2021.
We had to wait until 22nd May for the
second record of the season - a Broadbodied Chaser, which was followed by
a Banded Demoiselle the following
day; but we then had to wait three
weeks before the Azure Damselfly was
seen,
after
which
recordings
increased. As usual, the Azure
Damselfly was the most abundant
species in the early - to mid-season,
reaching a maximum count of 86 on
20th June.

Common Darter male
Other species with good numbers were
the Banded Demoiselle, the Broadbodied Chaser, the Brown Hawker
and, later in the season, the Common
Darter. This last species has been
recorded on no fewer than 13 days so
far and there is plenty of time for more
records. It was good to see that the
Emerald Damselfly is still present but it
was only recorded on three days. The

Emperor Dragonfly and the Fourspotted Chaser were seen on four and
five days respectively. The Black-tailed
Skimmer was recorded on eight days
between 4th July and 14th August, just
one fewer than last year.
The
Common Blue Damselfly has a long
flying season but there have been just
a couple of records this year, probably
because of the shortage of records
from the larger water bodies on the
Reserve, which this species prefers.

Southern Hawker male
Two species which carry on flying until
late in the year, the Migrant Hawker
and the Southern Hawker, have so far
been seen on six and four days
respectively. There was a surprise
record of the Golden-ringed Damselfly,
last seen here in 2003 – it is a long
way from its preferred habitat of
moorland streams.
Of those species that oviposit in
tandem, the Large Red and Azure
Damselflies and the Common Darter
have been observed laying eggs, the
last two species on numerous
occasions. Egg-laying has also been
observed in the Black-tailed Skimmer,
the Broad-bodied Chaser and the
Brown Hawker.
Peter J Mill
Dragonfly Recorder
20th September 2022

The Butterfly Year
2022 should have been a great year
for butterflies. Hot and dry weather
usually suits them well, but I feel that
by the end of the summer the
butterflies like many of us were
beginning to suffer a bit. It will be
interesting to review the records. This
hasn’t been done yet – it’s a winter job
and memories of butterflies will bring
some brightness into the winter days.
With a year of only partial opening of
the Reserve it seems certain that we
will have less records to work with, for
the 3rd year in a row. However, we
should have a new bridge soon and
let’s hope we are free of pandemic, so
we should get more visitors and
butterfly records in '23.

Brimstone
So, without many hard figures yet I
have to go on impressions, but for me
three butterflies stand out. First is the
Brimstone, one of our loveliest and
which some have suggested may be
the original “butter-coloured fly” that
got the whole group its name! We
have confirmed attempted breeding of
Brimstone again this year, with eggs
and caterpillars being found on
buckthorns in the Dragonfly Ponds
area, the Butterfly Bank and on Mike
Fisk Meadow.

The second species is the Holly Blue.
This beautiful blue butterfly is the only
Blue to be associated with trees. The
spring generation mostly lays its eggs
on holly and the summer generation

mainly on ivy, although they can use
other woody plants including dogwood,
spindle, bramble and even gorse
flowers.

Holly Blue
We were rather concerned about Holly
Blues as records and numbers have
been very low for the past two years,
with no sightings in 2020 and only 2 in
2021.
Holly Blue numbers fluctuate greatly
on a 4 to 6-year cycle resulting from
the activities of a small parasitoid wasp
which lays eggs in the larvae. When it
is time for the butterfly to emerge a
wasp comes out instead! Holly Blue
numbers decline over a few years, until
they almost disappear, causing the
wasp numbers to fall in turn; butterfly
numbers then go up for a few years.
The wasp numbers then begin to
increase again and the cycle repeats
itself.
However, Holly Blues have
sprung back again in 2022 with lots of
sightings at Rodley in both spring and
summer. So hopefully we will be
delighted by these lovely insects for
the next few years before the parasites
catch up again.
My final butterfly of the year is the
Gatekeeper (Hedge Brown), a regular
here but which seemed to be present
all over the Reserve in very good
numbers this year. Part of the charm
of this butterfly is that it perches on
bushes and shrubs much more than

the other ‘browns’ do so it is much
easier to see displaying its lovely
orange-patterned wings.

‘axolotls’ (newts to you and me), but to
many children they are small pink
amphibians in Minecraft.
We’ve had many of our regular families
return and our volunteers are now on
first name terms with many of the
children. Thank you to all of you who
have posted some lovely messages on
Facebook, or written comments in our
Visitors
Book,
showing
your
appreciation for what we do and for
making the pond dipping sessions
special for children.

Gatekeeper
In my garden they often perch on the
privet hedge and on a weeping maple
bush next to the gate – so earning both
of their names!
Jerry Knapp
Butterfly Recorder

Some children tried pond dipping for
the first time this summer, Daisy and
Sam being among them. They were
fascinated by every creature they
caught in their nets and really enjoyed
matching them to the Identification
sheets we provide. Mum said that they
literally talked about it for days
afterwards and told all their friends
about it.

Supervised Pond Dipping
Despite the absence of a swing bridge
over the canal which has caused
problems with access to the Reserve
this year, we’ve managed to run our
much-loved pond dipping sessions this
summer.
The peacefulness of your Sunday
afternoon stroll around the Reserve
was once again broken by excited
shouts from children at the dipping
ponds, telling the world what they’d
caught! They also made sure that our
volunteers displayed their catch on the
table so everyone could have a look,
and told any passing visitors which
creatures they had caught!
We were blessed with many hot sunny
Sunday afternoons this summer with
only one being a washout, but even
then children came and braved the rain
to spend time looking for our
mysterious pond creatures. You might
not be aware but we’ve had a ‘new’
creature appear in many nets this year,

If you are reading this and think you
could maybe spare a few hours to help
us supervise dipping sessions next
summer, please either ask at the
Visitor Centre or contact me for more
details. We are always pleased to
welcome new volunteers to our team.
Denese Swann
Events Coordinator
events@rodleynaturereserve.org

