Latest News
In the absence of a swing bridge over
the canal access to the Reserve
continues to be a major problem for
our visitors and this is clearly having a
big effect on the activities of both
ourselves and the neighbouring cricket
club. Thanks to our hard working
volunteers we have been able to
maintain Sunday opening, continue
essential habit management work and
complete a programme of primary
school educational visits by walking
the children in along the tow path.
These
visits
are
very
much
appreciated by the schools, enabling
the children to experience the
Reserve’s wildlife and learn about
habitats and conservation. Our own
children’s group, the Rodley Robins
plan to restart their monthly meetings
in August.

However, our resources only stretch so
far and it is likely that normal opening
hours (Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays) will not be able to resume
until the swing bridge is replaced and
we have vehicle access again which,
from what we know at the moment, is
likely to be some time in October. In
the meantime access continues to be
via the canal tow path only which
involves a long walk which we
appreciate is simply not possible for
many of our older visitors and those
with mobility problems. It is for them
that we feel particularly sorry as they
are being deprived of almost a year of
visiting the Reserve.
While we do have agreement from the
owners of the farmland for our
volunteers to drive in using a
temporary track across the farmland
this is a tortuous route with as many as
seven gates and a herd of cattle to
negotiate – certainly not something
that a volunteer on their own would
relish.

We are sorry to say there has now
been a further development in this
unfortunate saga. As we said in the
Spring Newsletter, the maintenance of
an adequate ecological buffer/wildlife
corridor between the properties on the
proposed new development and the
river remained a big concern. It now
seems our concerns have been largely
ignored by the developers as from the
latest documents that have been
posted on the planning portal it is
apparent that many of the large trees
in the buffer zone are scheduled to be
removed. Interestingly, these are the
very trees which would prevent those
properties backing onto the river from
having a view over the Reserve!

Rodley Nature Reserve Trust has, of
course, submitted detailed responses
and objections and we have been
encouraging
as
many
of
our
supporters as possible in the limited
time available to submit their own
comments as the removal of these
trees would seriously undermine the
whole purpose of the buffer zone. A
big thank you must go to those of you
who have taken the time and trouble to
do this.
The trustees continue to work closely
with local councillors, Leeds City
Council planning officers and Yorkshire
Water to ensure the interests of the
Reserve,
its
users
and
local
communities are protected. We will
continue to post information as it
becomes available.

The Kestrels’ New Home
In our Spring Newsletter we reported
on the Kestrels’ new nest box which
had been erected on a post at a
location outside but fairly close to the
old site in the compound and which
had been used successfully for many
years. But would the birds take to their
new home? They certainly did. Both
birds were seen at the box from 21st
February.
Thanks to the camera that had been
installed at the outset visitors were
able to watch live footage of the birds
on a monitor in the Visitor Centre and
on 24th April the first egg was laid. A
further four were laid over the following
days and the first chick was seen on
27th May. As the young grew it became
difficult to be sure how many of the
young had survived but the following
photograph clearly shows all five birdsthe highest number of young ever on
the Reserve from one nest.

which is an excellent number for a bird
that has been declining since the
1970s, probably largely as a result of
changes in farming practices.
However, these young birds will have
many challenges to face. Mortality is
high among the young with only
around 20% surviving two years.
Starvation is the biggest cause of
death, particularly during the first
autumn and winter.
Kestrels are relatively short-lived birds,
the typical lifespan being just four
years with breeding at one year old.
However, many do not manage to
secure a mate until their second year.
From ringing records one bird was
found to be 16 years old but this is
probably exceptional and it seems
likely that in the 15 years since birds
first nested here several different
adults have been involved.

Hot Days
Our volunteer working days are
occasionally cancelled in winter due to
snow but cancelling one in July due to
extreme heat is probably a first.
Record breaking temperatures forecast
for Monday 18th July led us to cancel
the
habitat
management
work
scheduled for that day and it proved to
be a very sensible move as
temperatures reached a sizzling 36°c
locally.

Kestrels nested on the Reserve for the
first time in 2008 using a Barn Owl box
in the compound. Two young fledged
successfully that year. Birds then
nested every year subsequently with
the exception of 2012. In 2014 both
Barn Owl boxes in the compound were
used by two pairs - the east facing box
producing four young and the north
facing box just one. A total of 42 young
have now been raised on the Reserve

With similar temperatures the next day
we wondered how the three Barn Owl
chicks would cope in their nest box on
the Scrubland? Fortunately, they were
fine, all three looking very lively when
the box was checked on the monitor in
the Visitor Centre a couple of days
later.
The adults were nowhere to be seen
and are now probably spending a lot of
time well hidden in nearby bushes.

Problem Plants

Intrepid plant hunters often risked life
and limb in far off lands to bring exotic
plants back to this country in the last
century, among them now familiar
plants
such
as
rhododendrons,
magnolias, camellias and jasmines.
Himalayan or Indian Balsam was first
introduced in 1839 as a greenhouse
plant but it inevitably escaped from
captivity and rapidly spread in the wild,
smothering natural vegetation.
It is undoubtedly a beautiful flower
when you study it closely but in the
wild it was to become a major problem,
particularly so on riverbanks and waste
land. When the green seed capsules
have ripened their sides spring back
and the seeds are fired out some
considerable distance, thus aiding its
rapid spread.

If you look downstream from the river
bridge you will see that it is particularly
rampant here. However, it then
spreads onto other parts of the
Reserve and even into the Coppice.
The riverbank is far too dangerous for
our volunteers to tackle it there and so
it is a matter of containment and
keeping it off the rest of the Reserve.
The plants have to be removed by
hand and in addition to the Coppice
areas that will be tackled this year are
the back of the Lagoon and Wet
Grassland.

Unlike Himalayan Balsam another
problem one, Common Ragwort is a
native plant. It is a food source for a
wide range of insects and you may see
the yellow
and black striped
caterpillars of the Cinnabar Moth
feeding on it. However, its leaves
contain an alkaloid poison which can
remain in plants that have been dried
with hay. It can then be eaten
unknowingly by horses and farm
animals with serious consequences.

Cinnabar caterpillar on Ragwort
August is the month when we would
normally bring in a contractor to cut the
two wildflower meadows and take
away the hay. For this reason we have
to ensure that any Ragwort found on
these meadows is removed before
cutting takes place. This is a laborious
and back breaking task for our
volunteers at this time of year but it is
vitally important.

Cinnabar Moth egg laying on Ragwort

Annual Report 2021

butterflies but very few records have
been received so far.
Particularly as regards watching birds
from the hides there is probably a
tendency to think that the other person
or persons in the hide will report the
Water Rail you have just seen but this
is not always the case and we would
rather have duplicated sightings than
no sightings at all.

If you prefer not to come into the
Visitor Centre to record your sightings
you can email them to us at the
following address.
info@rodleynaturereserve.org
All records are greatly appreciated.

The First Annual Report 2000

The 2021 Annual Report is now
available. Members of the Friends of
Rodley Nature Reserve are entitled to
receive a free copy of the Report if
they would like one. The cost to nonmembers is £6. Please ask one of the
volunteers in the Visitor Centre if you
would like a copy.

Records
The information about the wildlife on
the Reserve detailed in the above
Report is based entirely on records of
sightings from members of the public
and our own volunteers. Due largely to
the fact that the Reserve has only
been open on Sundays the number of
sightings reported this year has
declined significantly and at least 95%
of these have been submitted by just a
handful of observers.
We need records of not just birds but
also mammals, dragonflies and
butterflies. This is one of the best times
of the year for dragonflies and

This was just a bird report and was a
very simple document running to just
25 pages but it makes fascinating
reading. There was no glossy cover or
photographs but things were very
different in those early days and
money was very limited.
The Report tells us that a total of 97
species were recorded in that year,
among them, Garganey, Scaup,
Woodcock, Whimbrel and Black
Redstart. Little Ringed Plovers were
recorded on the Lagoon on 25 dates
but the area was much more open in
those days which obviously suited the
species. These birds had been seen
much less frequently in recent years
but have seen a resurgence since the
Duck Marsh was opened up and
developed.

2023 Calendar
This would normally go on sale at the
Summer Fair towards the end of
August but, sadly, once again it is not
taking place. However, the calendar
should be available in the Visitor
Centre from mid - September.

Mammal Spotting
With the vegetation high at this time of
year spotting even the larger mammals
that frequent the Reserve is never
going to be easy.
However,
finding
signs
of
their
presence is not too
difficult with a bit of
patient observation.
When the ground is
damp after rain the
distinctive tracks of
Roe Deer can be
found all round the
Reserve on small areas of bare soil.

Female Roe Deer typically give birth
to two young and occasionally three as
was the case in 2015 in late spring or
early summer. Known as kids or fawns
the young are born with a spotted coat.
When it is fairly quiet and particularly
early in the day you may be lucky
enough to spot an adult on the Willow
Path or farmland and if you are very
lucky even a fawn.
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Foxes are common here and you may
encounter one on the Willow Path
when there are few visitors about but
you will certainly see plenty of signs of
their presence in the form of their
cylindrical droppings which are pointed
at one end. The Fox uses these to
mark its territory and so they are often
deposited above ground level on a
stone or molehill from which the scent
can easily spread.

Mike Fisk Meadow has been a good
place to spot these animals in recent
years. The vegetation is still very high
at the time of writing this but the
meadow will receive its summer cut
shortly and there will be a good chance
of spotting a Fox then.
2022 is proving to be a good year for
Otters here. There was a lot of activity
in January with a number of reports of
two and three animals which proved to
be a female with two juveniles when
camera trap footage was examined. A
solitary male was also picked up on a
camera in January. More recently, on
1st June what was probably the same
family of three was seen on the river
from the River Path and on 8th July
what were possibly two juveniles were
spotted on the river just above the weir
during habitat management work.
There is also evidence that they are
regularly moving through the Reserve
from the well worn tracks that have
been found on the wetlands recently.

with Lapwings and Oystercatchers, at
least one pair of both species nesting
here successfully despite the regular
presence of one or two Lesser Blackbacked Gulls.

Female Otter with two cubs captured
early morning on a trail cam video
Recent plans announced by the
developers to remove a number of the
large trees on the right hand bank just
downstream of the bridge as part of
the Airedale Mills site development are
of particular concern for a number of
reasons but the steep bank here also
provides an ideal resting up place for
Otters. There has been activity in the
area this year and any disturbance
here would almost certainly result in
their departure.

The Duck Marsh

One or two of the islets have proved a
popular gathering point for Grey
Herons with as many as 10 counted on
just one of them. The area has also
been the most likely place to spot a
Little Egret in recent weeks.

Grey Herons and Little Egrets on the
Duck Marsh
The Kingfisher nesting bank here is
still to have its first occupants but there
have been a number of sightings
around the bank in recent weeks with a
bird perching on a branch by it on one
occasion.
The built up far bank looked very bare
last year but this summer it has
exploded into colour with a mass of
Purple Loosestrife.

Pond Dipping
Little Ringed Plover
The major redevelopment of this area
early last year and the subsequent
careful management of water levels
has certainly been a great success so
far. Little Ringed Plovers had their best
year for a very long time last year and
this year there have been numerous
sightings, the first on 17th April with as
many as four birds on two occasions.
The islets have also proved popular

We are pleased to announce that
supervised pond dipping started again
on Sunday 24th July and will continue
until Sunday 28th August between the
hours of 1pm and 4pm. Own nets must
not be used. Nets will be provided at
the ponds by our volunteers.

