Latest News
We were pleased, indeed relieved,
when the first phase of the work on the
canal swing bridge was completed on
schedule; the old bridge has gone and
the canal is once again open to boat
traffic.

The next stage was to be the
construction and installation of the new
swing bridge. We were hopeful that
this would be in place by the end of
May when we would again have
vehicle access to the Reserve for our
visitors.
However, Rodley Nature Reserve
Trust has now received an indication
that these works have been delayed
and possibly for several months.
Currently the Trust has no detailed
information about the reason for the
delay but has been assured that the
developer is preparing a revised
proposal. The Trust is working closely
with local councillors, Leeds City
Council planning officers and Yorkshire
Water to ensure rapid progress is
made to protect the interests of the
Reserve,
its
users
and
local
communities. We will continue to post
information as soon as it becomes
available.
In the meantime and after a great deal
of consideration it was decided to open
the Reserve again on a trial basis on
Sundays only from 3rd April with
access via the canal towpath.

Inevitably, several of our events have
been affected this year and both the
June Birdfair and August Summer Fair
have had to be cancelled. We are still
hopeful that events later in the year
such as Aireborough Rotary Club’s
Autumn Seed Trail Event and the
Halloween and Christmas Fair Events
will be able to take place. Some
smaller events are also planned as
these do not need the same level of
forward planning. Pond dipping will not
be available in the short term. Like last
year this will only be done on a
supervised basis and at certain times
and will require volunteers being
available. However, we are hoping to
start it again before too long. Keep
checking our Facebook and website
for announcements about this and
other events.

Visitors may see vehicles using a
temporary road via the locked gates
across the farmland from time to time.
This was constructed to give Yorkshire
Water vehicles access to their
operations
in
the
compound.
Agreement was obtained from the
owners of the farmland and the farmer
to allow volunteers working on the
Reserve to use this facility but not for
public access, either by car or foot.
As we said in the Winter Newsletter,
the trustees will continue to monitor the
situation closely, particularly so when
work on the Airedale Mills site gets
under way. The maintenance of an
adequate ecological buffer/wildlife
corridor between the properties and
the river remains a big concern as
does the need to protect the zone with
adequate secure fencing to prevent
human access to the riverbank. To find
out more about the development you
can look online on Leeds City
Council’s Planning Dept Public Access
webpage for Airedale Mills Rodley.

Tim’s Field

Seeing Tim’s Field being ploughed
recently it is hard to believe that back
in 1999 it was a wet, sunken field of
some six acres called the Snipe
Meadow. When work started on 14th
May that year on the digging out of the
wetland areas there had been a
number of provisos attached to the
planning permission, one of these
concerning the disposal of the huge
amounts of soil that would be
excavated. Taking it off site was not an
option and Snipe Meadow proved to
be the answer - the soil could be
deposited here.
It was to provide an ideal site for what
would become our crop field where we
could grow various seed producing
crops for the various seed eating birds
through the winter period, most notably
Linnets. On 10th February 2012 a flock
photographed over the field was found
to contain an astonishing 597 birds.
Numbers are rather lower these days,
the largest number recorded last winter
being around 200.
The usual mixture of seed is being
sown this year which includes among
other things Fodder Radish. This plant
produces substantial seedheads and
has always been a firm favourite with
the Linnets.

Storm Damage
The gale force winds of February
inevitably
produced
some
tree
damage, particularly along the Willow
Path, but this was quickly dealt with by
our habitat management volunteers.
There was also some structural
damage. The viewing screen at the
eastern end of the Wet Grassland was
very badly damaged and should
hopefully be rebuilt by the time the
Reserve opens to the public again.
Similarly, some of the willow screen on
the approach to the Reedbed Hide was
demolished.

What will be most obvious to visitors is
the absence of the nesting boxes on
the Swift tower at the edge of the
Reedbed. These also came down in
the gale force winds and will require
heavy equipment to get them back in
place again. This will probably not be
possible now until next year. So far
Swifts had failed to use any of the
boxes.

The Kestrels’ New Home
Like the Barn Owl box on the
Scrubland this new box for the Kestrels
has a camera installed and visitors will
be able to enjoy live footage on a
monitor in the centre this year. This, of
course, is assuming the Kestrels don’t
decide to nest elsewhere.

Kestrel family on the old box
photograph by Kirsty McLeod
The Barn Owl nest box on the east
facing wall of the large building in the
Yorkshire Water compound has been
used successfully by a pair of Kestrels
for a number of years. Last year they
raised three young there. However, the
box was starting to look in a fragile
state and was in need of replacement.
The opportunity was taken to erect a
new box on a post at a location outside
but fairly close to the compound which
would be much easier to access for
future maintenance purposes.

Pair of Kestrels in new box
photographed on the monitor in the
visitor centre by Jerry Knapp

A Rare Visitor

Photograph by Kirsty McLeod

Kestrels have tended to leave the
area of the Reserve for lengthy periods
in the latter part of the year and in
2020 there were just two sightings in
the last two months. It was very
different last year with both adults seen
daily to the end of December. This
year one was seen at the new box as
early as 7th January and from 21st
February both male and female were
seen there.

A Black Redstart spotted on the
manure heap at the edge of the
farmland on 1st April was only the third
record for the Reserve and the first
since 9th February 2008. The bird was
still present two days later when this
photograph was taken in the same
area. Common in continental Europe,
this is a rare bird here with fewer than
100 breeding pairs in the UK. This one
was almost certainly a passage visitor.

Summer Visitors
With high pressure dominating for a
good part of March it seemed likely
that there would be some good early
arrivals to look out for this year and so
it proved. On 20th March volunteers
carrying out the monthly BTO Wetland
Birds Survey recorded at least five
Sand Martins over the Lagoon exactly the same date as in 2019 and
2021 (15th March in 2020).

On 25th March volunteers working on
habitat management recorded the first
Swallow of the year, just two days later
than last year’s earliest ever date for
this species.

However, April sees the main arrival of
summer visitors and the following are
just some of the birds we can expect to
see this month. The dates shown are
the first dates they were recorded last
year.
Common Whitethroat

24th April

Lesser Whitethroat

1st May

Garden Warbler

22nd April

Reed Warbler

24th April

Sedge Warbler

22nd April

Willow Warbler

5th April
th

House Martin

7 April

Swift

8th May

The characteristic scratchy song of the
Common Whitethroat, often given from
the top of a large bramble patch, is a
familiar sound on the Reserve, though

it is certainly not as common here as it
used to be. Bramble patches on Poplar
Field and the Scrubland are two of the
best places to look and listen.

Common Whitethroat photographed
by Andrew Thompson
Two of our commonest summer
visitors have not been included in the
list shown as increasing numbers are
now overwintering in this country and
knowing which is a new arrival and
which an “overwinterer” can be difficult.
Chiffchaff is the best example here
with birds recorded on nine dates in
December last year and the first
singing bird this year as early as 11th
March.

Chiffchaff
Overwintering Blackcaps are not
uncommon locally but for some reason
there are few reports of them on the
Reserve though a female was
recorded in the Manager’s Garden
as late as 23rd October last year. At
the time of writing this Newsletter the
first bird of the year was still awaited.

Harvest Mice
The tiny, agile Harvest Mouse lives
among tall, stiff-stemmed vegetation
and uses its tail as a fifth limb to grasp
stalks. It weighs less than a 2p coin
when fully grown. The habitat here is
ideal for it and a breeding project
started in 2012 with a view to
establishing a population on the
Reserve. By the end of 2019 more
than 900 mice had been released and
since then several further releases
have taken place, the most recent in
July last year on Poplar Field.

The project would not have been
possible without the dedication of
volunteers John and Maxine Brook
who have bred a large proportion of
the mice released. The Reserve is also
grateful to Leeds City Council,
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Askham
Bryan College for their help and
support.
Numerous nests were found last year
during surveys and the species is
clearly doing well here but you will be
very fortunate to see one of these tiny
creatures in its habitat. In fact, the best
place to see one is in the large display
tank in the Visitor Centre. Many of our
visitors love to see the mice here and it
even inspired one regular visitor to
write the following poem about these
tiny animals.

The Harvest Mouse
The harvest mouse is very small,
You may not notice him at all.
You may hear a scratch or squeak
And no doubt you will take a peak.
But to see him would be very lucky,
Even if he’s brave and plucky.
You will not find him about the house,
For this is a somewhat special mouse:
He loves to live among the corn
In the golden field where he was born.
He climbs and leaps and plays and
plays;
The sun on his back – oh, happy days!
He nibbles and nibbles all night long,
Never thinking he is doing wrong.
Until the farmer decides its time,
After days and days of hot sunshine
To set out in his metal machine
To tear down all the corn from sight
and scene.
The monster roars and growls across
the land,
Ripping the corn with a mighty hand.
The little mouse will feel him come
And on tiny legs must run and run.

So, if you ever see a mouse so tiny,
With twitching nose and dark eyes
shiny,
Do not be afeard; do not be scared,
Instead, let a little corn be shared.
And a grateful mouse will sneak away
Remembering how you helped that day.
So, share the harvest with one and all,
Let every creature, small or tall,
Feel full of corn, and quite content
Knowing that kindness to them is sent.
Alison Read

The Manager’s Garden
The Manager’s Garden is just a short
walk from the Visitor Centre and is the
best place to see some of our common
birds on the feeders. But why is it
called the Manager’s Garden? Well, in
the early part of the last century the
manager of the water treatment works
had a large house here and while there
is no trace of the property or its
foundations now the garden area with
it old lilac and privet hedges still exists.
A photograph taken of the house in
1902 shows it occupied by the
manager.

With increasing numbers of visitors it
was clear that more seating capacity
was needed and as summer is one of
the quieter times at the feeders the
opportunity was taken in 2017 to build
a substantial extension to the hide.
Thanks to generous funding support
from Green Leeds Ltd work was also
able to start on the replacement of the
old hide towards the end of the year
incorporating special provision for
wheelchair users. The work was
completed in the early part of 2018.
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In the early part of 2021 the small
overgrown pond in the garden was
replaced by a new and much larger
one, courtesy of Yorkshire Water and
their 5 Year Biodiversity Enhancement
Programme.
A bird feeding station was established
on the site in 2002 and a simple
viewing hide was constructed. The
hide was improved over the years. A
photograph taken in 2010 shows it with
a small area at the right hand end with
viewing slots for standing only.

